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The Devotion to the Blessed Sacrament, 


the Most Excellent of All Devotions. 


In our holy Church there are many devotions, which are 
cherished and practiced by the faithful under the direction or with 
the approbation of their spiritual superiors. Many of these are 
known throughout the whole of Christendom, in all parts of the 
world, in all countries and in all places, 2nd are practiced and 
loved by every state of life and by persons of every age, without 
exception. Others again are more suitable for certain states and 
vocations, for certain ages or particular places. 

Among the great general devotions of the Catholic people 
the devotion to Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament holds the first 
place. As the sun surpasses the stars of heaven in splendor and ° 
majesty, so does the devotion to Jesus in the Most Holy Sacra- 
ment surpass all otherdevotions. And why? 


Dignity, Holiness, Goodness. 


The saints and blessed in heaven deserve special honor on 
account of their dignity and exalted state, and on account of 
their holiness deserve to be imitated in a special manner. On 
account of their kindness and goodness they deserve our love, 
and on account of their power we ask their intercession. But 













































what saint can be, even remotely, compared with our Lord in 
dignity, holiness, goodness, and power? For in our Lord Jesus 


the advantage that we can derive therefrom, is the greatest. 
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Christ these attributes extend to the infinite. 
Therefore the object of this devotion is the most exalted, and 


Example of the Cburcb. 


The Church understands what a treasure she possesses in this 
Sacrament, she understands the precious inheritance her founder 
has left her therein, she knows how to esteem and to preserve the 
precious jewel confided to her virginal hands. She acknowledges 
in this Sacrament her “Highest Good.” 

What festivities has she not instituted in honor of this mys- 
tery! Holy Thursday with its silent adoration; the feast of 
Corpus Christi with its solemn octave and its joyful procession, 
the triumphal procession of the Lord; the sublime solemnity of 
the Forty Hours Devotion, that time of grace and prayer for 
single parishes; and lastly the confraternities in honor of the 
Blessed Sacrament. All this proves the extraordinary devotion 
and love of the Church for this Divine Mystery. 

In truth, this mystery forms the center of all her feasts, of 
her entire liturgy, of her entire life. All her thoughts and desires 
proceed from this Sacrament and return to it again. It is her 
strength, her consolation, her joy, her glory; it is that great 
sacrifice, by which she reconciles heaven, returns thanks, and by 
which she implores mercy and grace; it is that powerful means 
through which she strengthens her children on the way of Chris- 
tian perfection, and encourages them continually to aspire to 
higher things. It is the light of her confessors, the purity of her 
virgins, the strength of her martyrs and of her apostles; it is for 
all her children, ‘‘the Bread that comes from heaven containing 
in itself all sweetness,’’ “‘the Bread]of Life;’’ it is, in a word, 
her All in All. 

Words of the Cburcb. 

On the eve of Corpus Christi, 1902, the great Pope Leo XIII. 
issued that glorious encyclical concerning the Most Holy Eucha- 
rist, in which he solemnly declared this Sacrament to be the 
center of the Christian life, and that in it all practices of 
devotion really have their focus and final end. 

Let us here mention only a few sentences: He calls the 
Eucharist, “‘the divine gift of Redemption,” ‘‘the most effica- 
cious means for overcoming the evils of the times.’’ ‘“‘All life 
and everything good comes to us through Jéstis Christ.’’ \““‘The 
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fountain and origin of all this good is chiefly the Holy Eucharist; 
it even makes us partakers of the divine nature.’’ ‘““The Holy 
Eucharist gives growth in virtue, it is the pledge of glory for 
body and soul.’’ ‘“‘The Holy Eucharist gives increase of love, 
the love of God and the love of our neighbor.’’ How beautiful 
is not the following passage: “But indeed a Sacrament so great 
and so rich in all manner of blessings can never be extolled as it 
deserves, by human eloquence, nor adequately venerated by the 
worship of man. This Sacrament, whether as the theme of de- 
vout meditation, or as the object of public adoration, or best of 
all as a food to be received in the utmost purity of conscience, is 
to be regarded as the center towards which the spiritual life of a 
Christian in all its ambit gravitates; for all other forms of devo- 
tion, whatsoever they may be, lead up to it, and in it find their 
point of rest. In this mystery, more than in any other, that gra- 
cious invitation and still more gracious promise of Christ is real- 
ized and finds its daily fulfillment: ‘‘Come to me, all you that 
labour and are burdened, and I will refresh you.’’ (St. Matt. 
XI., 28.) 

“In a word this Sacrament is, as it were, the very soul of the 
Church; and to it the grace of the priesthood is ordered and 
directed in all its fullness and in each of its successive grades. 
From the same source the Church draws and has all her strength, 
all her glory, her every supernatural endowment and adornment, 
every good thing that is hers; wherefore she makes it the chief- 
est of all her cares to prepare the hearts of the faithful for an 
intimate union with Christ through the Sacrament of His Body 
and Blood, and to draw them thereto. And to this end she 
strives to promote the veneration of this august mystery by sur- 
rounding it with holy ceremonies.’’ 

Further the encyclical says: ‘‘History bears witness that the 
virtues of the Christian life have flourished best wherever and 
whenever the frequent reception of the Eucharist has most pre- 
vailed. And on the other hand it is no less certain, that in days 
when men have ceased to care for this heavenly bread, and have 
lost their appetite for it, the practice of Christian religion has 
gradually lost its force and vigour. It has always been the desire 
of the Church, that at every Mass the faithful should partake of 
this divine banquet.”’ 

These few sentences taken from the encyclicak concerning 
the Most Holy Eucharist, clearly prove how the Church, through 
the Holy Father, supported by Apostolic authority, regards this 
Sublime Mystery. 








Example of the Saints. 


Among those saints and blessed inhabitants of heaven, with 
whose lives we are more familiar, there is, indeed, not one, who 
did not cherish a special devotion to the Holy Eucharist and who 
did not make it, as it were, the center of his whole life. 

The devotion to Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament was for all 
the barometer of their virtue and their love of God. Little de- 
votion to the Blessed Sacrament was in their eyes a proof of a 
low degree of virtue and piety; from a moderate devotion to the 
Blessed Sacrament they concluded a moderate degree of virtue, 
and in a great devotion to the Blessed Sacrament they saw the 
sign of great virtue. They made no difference between sex, 
station of life, or age. For seculars or religious, for priests or 
laity, the devotion to Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament should 
be the chief devotion of their lives. 

Let us only put the question, which priest is truly a good priest ? 
Perhaps he, who by the gift of brilliant eloquence captivates his 
audience, or he who accomplishes great things in the eyes of the 
world ?—No, but to say it briefly, he who loves the Holy Euchar- 
ist and treats it worthily, and if he has the charge of souls, is 
untiring in his efforts, that his flock may know and love the Bless- 
ed Sacrament ever better, and receive it oftener and more worthi- 
ly. A priest who is distant towards the Most Blessed Sacra- 
ment, does not realize what it means “‘to be a priest,’’ and at his 
death will be almost crushed by the weight of this mystery. 


The First Place in Pour Heart. 


Also for you, dear reader, the devotion to the Most Holy 
Sacrament should among all devotions hold the first place. It 
deserves the first place in your heart and in your life. And if 
perhaps our hearts have been cold and wanting in love it shall 
now be different. Yes, I will love our Lord Jesus Christ in the 
Blessed Sacrament with my whole heart, I will think of Him, 
visit Him often, and in particular, will receive Him often and 
devoutly. 





The Most Wortby Tabernacle. 


When adoring the Most Blessed Sacrament in the tabernacle 
or monstrance let us not forget to salute the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. Mary was the first tabernacle of the Word of God, and 
Mary with the Divine Child is the most worthy monstrance. 
Through Mary we find the way to her Son. 
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The Devotion to the Blessed Sacrament and the 
Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Fesus. 


Among the numerous means, which promote devotion to the 
Blessed Sacrament, the devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
certainly deserves the first place. 


Certain Prejudices. 


The devotion to the Sacred Heart has, alas, not always been 
rightly understood, and there may be many persons yet to-day, 
who have not the right understanding of this devotion. It often 
has been;and still at times is understood as quite separate from ev- 
ery other devotion, especially from the devotion to the Most Bless- 
ed Sacrament. We ourselves have heard learned priests preach in 
this sense. At various times we have come in contact with peo- 
ple who gloried in having a special devotion to the Sacred Heart, 
who could not bestow too much attention and veneration upon 
the pictures of the Sacred Heart, while on the other hand they 
remained at a distance from the Blessed Sacrament, consoling 
themselves with the thought: ‘‘that they had found all in the 
Heart of Jesus,’’ and preferring, in a certain degree, to honor 
our Lord in a picture rather than our Savior really and truly hid- 
den in the tabernacle. 

Then not seldom some were of the opinion that the devotion 
to the Sacred Heart encroached upon the devotion to the Blessed 
Sacrament. The hearts and minds of the faithful were turned 
away from the principal object of our faith, our hidden God un- 
der the species of bread in the tabernacle. However, the well 
instructed Catholic knows only too well that devotion to the 
Sacred Heart is not prejudicial to the devotion to our Eucharistic 
Lord, but that these two devotions stand in the closest union, 
and that devotion to the Sacred Heart has been an efficacious 
and indispensable means to a perfect development of the devo- 
tion to the Eucharist. 


Wbat Do We Honor? 


What do we honor in the Eucharist? In the Eucharist we 
honor the holy and glorified body of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
reigns present in our midst, in a sacrificial state, under the ap- 
pearance of bread upon our altars, who is daily offered as a sac- 
rifice of adoration, thanksgiving, reparation, and petition in Holy 
Mass, and is given as the food and nourishment of our souls in 
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holy communion, as the highest pledge of the love of Jesus 


Christ. 
In what does the devotion of the Sacred Heart consist? The 


object of honor in the Sacred Heart devotion is the love of our 
Divine Master, as He has revealed it and continues to reveal it to 
mankind. The living Heart of Jesus serves as the symbol and 
seat of His love. Devotion to the Sacred Heart honors that di- 
vine Heart, which once beat for us here on earth and which in 
heaven leads a life of glory, but above all and in a quite particu- 
lar manner, it honors that Heart, which continues a life of sacri- 
fice in our midst in the Holy Eucharist, and there gives infinite 
proofs of its love. 

For this reason there is no better means to further the honor 
of the Sacrament of His love, than a special devotion to the 
Sacred Heart, which is indeed the symbol and seat of love. De- 
votion to the Sacred Heart, as it is present in the Blessed 
Sacrament, must essentiaily contribute to the spreading of the 
Eucharistic cult, and it would certainly be inexcusable to take no 
notice of this devotion among the means for promoting the 
Eucharistic cult. 

Words of Our Lord. 

With express words, our Divine Master established the devo- 
tion to the Sacred Heart, as a means for promoting devotion to 
the Most Holy Sacrament of the Altar, when He declared to 
Blessed Margaret Alacoque, that the devotion to His Sacred 
Heart has for its purpose to recompense His Divine Heart in the 
Blessed Sacrament, that is to render love for love, and to com- 
pensate for the insults offered Him in the Sacrament of Love. 

Let us follow the words of that last great revelation of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, which took place during the octave of 
Corpus Christi, June 16, 1675. ‘‘As I was before the Blessed 
Sacrament,”’ says this holy soul, ‘‘on a day within the Octave of 
Corpus Christi, I received from my God excessive graces of His 
love. I felt myself touched with a desire of making Him some 
return, and of rendering Him love for love. ““You cannot make 
Me any greater return of love,’’ He said, ‘“‘than by doing what I 
have so often asked of you.’’ And disclosing to me His Divine 
Heart, “‘See this Heart,’’ He said, “‘which has loved men so 
much that It has spared nothing, even to exhausting and con- 
suming Itself, in order to testify to them Its love; and in return 
I receive from the greater part only ingratitude, by reason of 
the contempt, irreverence, sacrilege, and coldness which they 
show me in this Sacrament of Love. But what I feel still more 
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is that they are hearts consecrated to Me who use Me thus. On 
this account, I ask of you that the first Friday after the Octave 
of Corpus Christi be set apart for a special Feast to honor My 
Heart, by communicating on that day and making reparation to 
It, by a solemn act to repair the indignities which It has received 
during the time It has been exposed on My altars. I also prom- 
ise you that My Heart shall expand Itself to shed in abundance 
the influence of Its divine love upon those who shall pay It this 
honor and procure it to be paid.’’ 

By virtue of this revelation the devotion to the Sacred Heart 
has received the particular destiny, to make a return of love to the 
love of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, and to unite with this 
the acts of thanksgiving and reparation. Now these are the very 
acts we owe to our Lord in the holy Eucharist. 

Acts of love and reparation can certainly be offered to the 
Blessed Sacrament otherwise than through‘ devotion to the Sa- 
cred Heart, as the Church has always done since her foundation, 
long before devotion to the Sacred Heart was known, and as the 
saints have done. Nevertheless, we must not forget, that the 
devotion to the Sacred Heart, according to.its nature, offers to 
God the most perfect thanksgiving and reparation, and that it is 
the express will of the God-man, that this homage be rendered 
Him in the Sacrament of His love, in the way and manner des- 
ignated by Him. To all souls that seek Him sincerely and wish 
to make Him a return of love, he will speak from the taberna- 
cle—as once to Blessed Margaret Mary—‘‘You cannot attain this 
end in any better way, than by doing what I have so often asked 
of you, namely, that you honor My Heart in the Blessed Sacra- 
ment by the practices I have prescribed to you.”’ 

A special blessing that rests upon this devotion, is the re- 
enkindling of the first fervor in the hearts of the faithful, and the 
awakening of a childlike love towards their Redeemer in the Blessed 
Sacrament. Accordingly there is no better means for furthering 
devotion to the Blessed Sacrament than devotion to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus. Itis the most efficacious means, pointed out by 
Divine Providence and upon which the divine blessing rests. Let ' 
us also call to mind the promise made to priests who foster de- 
votion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. ‘“‘They shall experience 
wonderful and consoling results in the conversion and sanctifica- 

jon of souls,’’ while those who heglect or set aside this means 
cannot expect the success with which} their labours would other- 
wise be rewarded. 
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Cbrist Himself. 

In order that the intimate relationship of the devotion to the 
Sacred Heart and the devotion to the Most Holy Sacrament of 
the Altar may be manifest, Christ Himself declared the way and 
manner of devotion to His Sacred Heart and thereby traced out 
for us the practical exercise thereof. He expressly taught, “‘that 
His Sacred Heart must especially be honored in the Holy Eu- 
charist.’’ 

The most necessary acts of devotion which our Lord pre- 
scribed to His faithful servant, consisted above all in frequent 
communion. ‘You shall receive Me in holy communion as often 
as obedience shall permit you; you shall moreover communicate 
on the first Friday of each month.’’ Furthermore, He com- 
manded her, to keep an hour of adoration every week, during the 
night from Thursday to Friday. This she should spend kneeling 
before the tabernacle. And lastly, the feast of the Sacred Heart 
was to be celebrated by a communion of reparation and a solemn 
act of atonement. 

Pictures of the Sacred Deart. 

When our dear Lord asked that the pictures which represent 
His Sacred Heart should be honored, He must have had a special 
object in view, otherwise He would not have promised to bless 
the dwellings where a picture of the Sacred Heart is set up and 
honored. 

Our Lord knew how hard it is for the mind of man to pene- 
trate only to some degree into the mystery of the Sacrament of 
the Altar, and how much the senses are influenced by the veil of 
the Sacrament. The adorer sees the Host without the slightest 
sign of life. And although we believe in His presence, the 
thought may still be near, that the Lord is far from us; that He 
has no special interest in us, or that He is not concerned about 
our wants and miseries. 

Now the pictures of the Sacred Heart should offer us a 
powerful assistance in devotion to the Holy Eucharist, and in 
the knowledge of the infinitely great and misunderstood love of 
Jesus. How did our Lord show Himself in the Sacred Host to 
His servant, Margaret Mary? In what form did He appear to 
her, when He withdrew the Eucharistic veil? The holy nun saw 
Him in the splendor of His glory; He showed her His Heart, 
encircled by flames in His half open and burning breast, as if He 
wished to say to us: ‘Behold, thus am I present in the Holy 
Eucharist. I am not dead in the Sacred Host, not indifferent 
nor without interest for you: My divine Heart is so full of love 
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for men, that being unable to contain within itself the flames of 
its burning love, it must communicate itself; My hands are full 
of gifts of grace: ‘‘Come to me, all you that labour and are bur- 
dened, and I will refresh you. Donot fear me, I am here present, 
not as a God of justice and wrath, but as a God of infinite love 
and mercy for the children of men.”’ 


Cause of Jop—Cause of Despair. 


‘“‘Ask my friends and my saintsin heaven: Why is your joy so 
exceedingly great? And they will answer: Oh, the infinite hap- 
piness that we loved the Holy Eucharist while on earth! Now, 
we understand how true are the words of our Lord: ‘‘He that 
eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood, abideth in me, and I in 
him.’”’ 

“*Ask the unhappy souls whoare lost: What is the cause of 
your despair? And they will answer you: The Blessed Sacra- 
ment of the Altar; we either did not receive it or received it 
unworthily; we despised it. What sorrow, what torment we 
now endure, for not having made use of the mercy of God in this 
Sacrament, and we could have done it so easily.’ 

“‘Hasten therefore, my children,’’ thus our Lord calls out to 
us, ‘‘Hasten whilst you have the light of life, that the darkness 
of death overtake you not. Hasten to My Divine Heart; hasten 
to the Blessed Sacrament, and when you see the picture of My 
Sacred Heart in your houses, do not forget My living and loving 
Heart in the Holy Eucharist.’’ 





The Birth of Christ is Renewedin boly Mass. 


How great was the happiness of those Christians who were 
privileged to behold with their own eyes, the Divine Infant, that 
gracious child, the fairest of all the children of men; to hold 
Him in their embrace and to press Him to their heart. Think 
of St. Joseph, the pious shepherds, and the three holy kings. 
Although we rightly deem these privileged persons happy, still 
we must not complain, since we may daily gaze with the eye of 
faith on that tender Infant, and may share in the gladness at- 
tending His birth, when we assist at holy Mass with devotion. 

In Holy Mass the Infant Christ is really and truly present, 
not to the imagination alone or in a purely spiritual manner, but 
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really and truly, and in a bodily form: the self-same Divine 
Child rests upon the altar, who was born of the Virgin Mary, laid 
in the crib at Bethlehem, and was adored by the Wise Men from 
the East. And that which the angels announced to the shep- 
herds, finds in every Mass its full application: ‘“‘Glory to God in 
the highest and on earth peace to men of good will. This day is 
born to you a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord, in the city of 
David. And this shall be a sign unto you: You shall find the 
Infant wrapped in swaddling clothes, and laid in a manger.”’ 
“Glory be to God in the highest,’”’ these words resound again in 
every holy Mass, whenever the ‘‘Gloria’’ is intoned or said; be- 
cause by the holy sacrifice of the Mass the greatest glory is offer- 
ed to the Heavenly Father; and ‘Peace on earth to men,”’ 
because this holy sacrifice brings peace, joy and consolation, to 
every human heart, that assists at this mysterious sacrifice with 
faith, love and good will. 

As the pious shepherds found the Divine Child, wrapped in 
swaddling clothes and laid in a manger, so a lively faith again 
shows us that divine Child, wrapped in swaddling clothes, that 
is, under the appearance of the consecrated host, and laid in the 
crib of the altar. We cannot, indeed, see that lovely child with 
our bodily eyes, but with the interior eye of the understanding, 
enlightened by faith, we hold as true without a doubt, that our 
dear Saviour is hidden beneath this lowly form. He has con- 
cealed Himself from our view, to give us opportunity for the 
exercise of faith in so momentous a matter, and to enable us to 
acquire much merit every time we hear Mass. 





The Pious Priest Plegus and the Divine Cbild. 


In the life of the fathers we read that a certain priest named 
Plegus, who habitually said Mass with great devotion, conceiv- 
ed a special desire to know in what manner Christ was present 
under the veil of bread and wine; not that he in any way doubt- 
ed his Lord’s real presence there, but love prompted the wish to 
see Him with his bodily eyes. One day when he was saying 
Mass, immediately after the elevation, this desire was so strong 
within him that he fell upon his knees, and said: ‘‘I beseech 
Thee, Almighty God, that Thou grant to me, unworthy as I am, 
to behold the bodily form of Jesus Christ in this sacred mystery; 
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that as Simeon of old took Him in his arms, so I may see Him 
with my eyes, and touch Him with my hands.’’ While he thus 
prayed, an angel appeared at his side, and said to him: ‘‘Behold, 
and see Christ here present in bodily form, as when He was an 
infant on His Mother’s knee.”’ 

Startled by these words, the priest raised his head, and there, 
lying upon the corporal, he saw the Son of God in the form of a 
beautiful child, that looked at him smilingly, and stretched out 
His tiny hands to be taken in his arms. But out of reverence 
the priest ventured not to do this, until the angel said: ‘‘This is 
Jesus, the Son of God, Whom a few moments ago thou sawest 
under the form of bread; He is now present as He really is; fear 
not, arise, and take Him in thy arms, and let thy heart rejoice in 
God thy: Saviour.’’ 

Encouraged by these reassuring words, he rose from his 
knees, lifted the Child in his trembling hands, and caressed Him 
fondly. Then, gently laying Him again upon the corporal, he 
again knelt down, and humbly prayed Him to resume His former 
shape, in order that he might receive Him in holy communion, 
and bring the Mass to anend. When after this prayer he again 
stood up, he saw the Blessed Sacrament once more in the form 
of the consecrated wafer, and consumed it with singular devotion. 





The Heatben Chief Wittekind 
and the Wonderful Mysteries of boly Mass. 


In order to strengthen our faith in the personal presence 
of Jesus still more, we will mention the following example. 

Albertus Krantius relates at some length the efforts repeat- 
edly made by the Emperor Charlemagne to convert the pagan 
Saxons to the Christian faith. Although he more than once 
completely subjugated them by force of arms, and compelled 
them to adjure their idolatrous practices, again and again, 
under the leadership of Wittekind,. their chief, they fell away 
from the Christian faith. It was in the Lent of one year when, 
for the twelfth time, the emperor entered their land at the head 
of a large force. Easter approached, and all the soldiers of the 
imperial army were ordered to prepare themselves for the recep- 
tion of the sacraments, and for the devout celebration of the 
festival in their camp, 
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At that time Wittekind, the Saxon chieftain, went to the 
hostile intrenchments with the object of witnessing the Chris- 
tian ceremonies. In order to escape recognition he disguised 
himself in the rags of a mendicant, and in this character, without 
any companion, he entered the camp, and begged alms of the 
soldiers. Meanwhile he carefully observed all that was going on, 
and obtained all the information he could. He noticed how on 
Good Friday the emperor and all the soldiers went about with a 
mournful mien, kept a strict fast, and spent a considerable time 
in prayer; how on Holy Saturday they went to confession, and 
on Easter Day received holy communion. Whilst he was assist- 
ing at the Mass, at the moment of the consecration he distinctly 
saw in the hands of the priest a beautiful child of most engaging 
aspect, the sight of which filled him with a joy and happiness 
which he had never before felt. During the remainder of the 
Mass he could not take his eyes off the priest. His astonishment 
was still greater when, on the soldiers going up to receive com- 
munion, he saw the priest give the same beautiful child to each 
communicant, by whom it was received, though not always in 
the same manner. For to some the child went with evident de- 
light; from others He turned away, resisting with all His might, 
and only going to them under compulsion. The Saxon chief did 
not know what to make of the unheard-of marvels which he had 
witnessed. 

At the conclusion of the Mass he left the church, and took 
his stand amid a swarm of beggars, who solicited alms from the 
congregation as they passed out. The emperor gave to each 
mendicant with his own royal hand, and as Wittekind extended 


his hand to receive the coin destined for him, one of the emper- 


or’s servants recognized him by the peculiar formation of one of 
his fingers. The man whispered to his royal master: ‘‘That is 
Wittekind, the Saxon leader; I know him by his crooked finger.”’ 
The emperor had the stranger brought to him in his tent, and 
asked him why he, the Saxon chieftain, had come there disguis- 
ed as a beggar. Wittekind was very much afraid lest he should 
be taken for a spy, and treated as such, so he told the truth to 
the emperor. ‘Do not be angry with me,”’ he said; ‘‘I only did 
this in order to have a better opportunity of acquainting myself 
with the Christian worship.’’ The emperor then inquired what 
he had seen, and Wittekind replied: ‘‘I have beheld wonders 
greater than any I ‘have ever before seen or heard of; wonders 
far beyond my comprehension.”’ 

He then told him what he had observed on Good Friday, on 
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Holy Saturday, and what he had witnessed at Mass that same 
morning, requesting that these mysteries might be explained to 
him. The emperor was amazed to hear that God had granted 
to this obdurate heathen the grace to behold the divine Child in 
the sacred host, a grace He had given to but few saints. He 
then explained to the Saxon the reason why they were sorrowful 
on Good Friday, why they fasted, why they went to confession 
and communion; and so deeply was the heart of the heathen 
touched that he renounced his worship of idols, accepted the 
Christian faith, and, when sufficiently instructed, received the 
Sacrament of Baptism. He took some priests back with him to 
his people, and by their ministry the dukedom of Saxony was 
gradually converted to Christ. 





* Christ Himself Consecrates a Cbapel 
and Celebrates bigb Mass. 


Eberhard, a pious recluse of noble lineage, requested St. 
Conrad, Bishop of Constance, to consecrate the Chapel of St. 
Meinrad, at Einsiedeln in Switzerland. 

During the night preceding the day appointed for the cere- 
mony, St. Conrad, going into the chapel to pray, heard the voices 
of angels chanting the antiphons and responsories for the dedi- 
cation of churches. On entering the edifice he beheld it filled 
with angels, and Christ the Lord in person, clad in pontifical 
robes consecrating the chapel. At this wondrous sight the saint- 
ly bishop remained motionless in holy rapture. He heard and 
saw distinctly, how Christ, surrounded by the holy apostles, the 
angels and a multitude of saints, made use of precisely the same 
words and ceremonies, which are appointed to be observed by 
bishops in the consecration of churches. The Blessed Mother of 
God, in whose honor the altar and chapel were consecrated, ap- 
peared above the altar resplendent with glory, more dazzling 
than the sun. The dedication ended, our Lord Himself celebrat- 
ed the High Mass. At the conclusion of the holy sacrifice all 
the heavenly host vanished, and the holy bishop was left alone, 
in transports. of joy and heavenly delight. He found the foot- 
steps of our Lord imprinted in the ashes strewn on the floor, and 
the walls annointed with chrism. The next morning the assem- 
bled clergy wished the bishop to consecrate the chapel. But St. 
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Conrad answered: “I cannot consecrate it, for it has been 
already consecrated in a mysterious manner.’’ As, however, 
they pressed him to begin the ceremony, a voice from heaven 
was heard by all present, which said three times : ‘‘Cease, broth- 
er, the chapel is already consecrated.’’ Thereupon St. Conrad 
desisted from his purpose, and sent a report of this miraculous 
occurrence,—which took place, under the Abbot Eberhard, in 
September 948,—to Rome. 

The then reigning Pontiff-Leo VIII. recognized this miracu- 
lous occurrence, the consecration of the chapel, by a bull, and 
forbade that it should again be consecrated. 

What astonishment, what joy, what devotion should we not 
experience, when we reflect, that Christ is the real priest and 
victim in every holy Mass, who offers Himself to His Heavenly 
Father for our salvation. As often as He descends from Heaven 
upon our altars, He is surrounded by multitudes of invisible 
angels. 





The Holy Eucharist and the Wativity. 


“‘And she brought forth her first-born Son, and wrapped 
Him in swaddling clothes, and laid Him in a manger....” 
—StT. LUKE ii. 7. ‘ 

Daily and hourly we find the touching mysteries of Bethle- 
hem, the House of Bread, perpetuated in those of the Altar. In 
place of the little town with its significant name we find a 
church—the house of Peace—instead of the cave, a sanctuary, 
instead of the manger, a Ciborium, instead of the little Babe, a Host 
containing the Body and Blood of the living God, instead of the 
swaddling clothes with which the Virgin Mother swathed the ten- 
der limbs of her Child, the figurative swathing-bands of the love 
of Jesus, with which the priest, Mary’s representative, encom- 
passes the glory. of the God-man. The shelter of the cave, poor 
and miserable as it was, was nevertheless given by two humble 
domestic animals, a hospitality which had been refused by man, 
their master: Jesus had no home of His own wherein to be born. 
In His sacramental existence He is equally at the mercy of His 
creatures, meekly accepting the dwelling-place which they be- 
stow upon Him, making no reproach, no complaint when the 
resemblance is sometimes, alas! all too close between the stable 
of Bethlehem and His home amongst men; when he is bidden to 
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take up His abode in a building falling into ruin and decay, on 
which the neglect of years has left its trace in the dusty, worm- 
eaten tabernacle, and the soiled, mildewed, unseemly condition 
of the very linen on which His Body is laid! 

What were the occupations of the Babe of Bethlehem?~ His 
lips were silent—the Sacred Host is mute. The Babe offered 
Himself day and night to God the Father as victim for the sins 
of men, and as the source whence graces should flow out on the 
earth; the Divine Occupant of the Tabernacle is unceasingly a- 
doring, expiating, glorifying, placing Himself as a shield between 
us and Almighty God, Whom we incessantly offend, averting the 
ills which would inevitably befall us in punishment of our sins, 
pleading for us when we forget to plead for ourselves, magnifying 
God when we omit to give thanks for the benefits we daily re- 
ceive at His hands, filling up, in fact, the scanty measure of our 
poor, half-hearted devotion with the ardour of that Divine love 
which is always ready to give measure, full to overflowing. 

Let us then draw near to this new and abiding manger, and 
whilst we contemplate the Eucharistic Infant, bound with the 
bonds of His own Divine Will to the narrow prison of the Sacred 
Species, ask ourselves a few questions. When the mother of 
Jesus knocks at the door of our hearts and asks admittance for her 
Babe, do we receive Him readily? Are we quick to perceive the 
presence of our Blessed Lord, clothed though it be with a veil of 
poverty and obscurity? Or are we like the towns-folk of Beth- 
lehem, so taken up with the business and turmoil of this world 
that the meek, pleading face of Mary fails to attract our notice, 
that the grace of Jesus speaking to us from the Tabernacle, fails 
to effect an entrance into our hearts? Can it be that, wrapped 
up as we are in our cold indifference and self-love, we are deaf to 
the holy inspirations which Jesus would fain whisper in our ear, 
and that He turns from us hurt and grieved, to some simple soul, 
who, like the lowly animals whose stable He deigned to share, 
dwells apart from the bustle of the world, and, amidst the exer- 
cise of obscure and laborious duties, preserves a singleness of heart 
more pleasing to Him than our ostentatious practices of piety? 

In the Cave of Bethlehem, Mary was ever beside the Infant 
God, adoring Him. Joseph worshipped unceasingly at His feet; 
the very animals knew their Master and offered Him their hum- 
ble tribute of love. In the Sacrament of His love, how lonely is 
Jesus! How neglected! How grievously forgotten! At Beth- 
lehem, tradition tells us, that onthe night of His birth, the sum- 
mer flowers burst into sudden bloom as if to welcome the advent 
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of Mary’s Flower at the birth of Jesus upon our altars, the 
blossoms with which we adorn those altars, are left to droop and 
fade! Too frequently withered leaves are deemed a worthy of- 
fering for the Creator, Who has clothed the earth with all her 
beauty! Carelessness and slovenliness in His service too often 
take the place of Mary’s ministrations! At Bethlehem angels 
filled the dismal cavern with the sound of their rejoicings; at the 
solemn moment of Consecration when Jesus is born again in our 
very midst, His birth is greeted with indifference, if not indeed 
with actual irreverence, men and women calling themselves 
Christians finding it too much exertion to kneel upon their knees 
when the greatest of all mysteries is enacted before their eyes! 

Let us then take pattern by the lowly animals with which 
Jesus took up His first visible dwelling, and as they are the types 
of patient, willing labour, so let us imitate them in making it our 
happiness and pride to work for the Babe of Bethlehem, by rais- 
ing or helping to raise fitting Tabernacles for His dwelling place, 
by seeing that His churches are fittingly and reverently served, 
His altars are duly provided with vestments and linen—the new 
swaddling clothes of the Eucharistic Babe—by working in His 
service with our own hands and by promoting devotion to the 
Blessed Sacrament by every means in our power. 

Oh! Jesus, grant we pray Thee that the mystery of Thy 
birth renewed in Holy Mass and ever new, may renew us in Thy 
service and in Thy love, so that henceforth we may die to our- 
selves and live for Thee alone. Teach us we beseech Thee, to 
become poor in spirit as Thou art poor, humble as Thou art 
humble, and by Thy utter abandonment of Thyself to the order- 
ing of Thy creatures, teach us to give ourselves up unreservedly 
to the leadings of Thy Divine Will! A. R. 





The Most Blessed Sacrament 
and the Early Cbristians. 


One of the most elevating thoughts for us Catholic Chris- 
tians and one well calculated to inspire us with enthusiasm for 
our holy religion, is the consideration, that all the articles of faith 
which we profess, have come down through all preceding ages, 
unshaken and unchanged, that time which alters everything, 
changes and transforms it, here alone was staid, that the truths 
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of our holy Church reach back to the catacombs, where count- 
less numbers of our brethren in the faith, rest ‘‘in the sleep of 
peace,’’ who have sealed with their blood, their faith and ours, 
their love and ours to the same holy truths of religion. 

This fact of history has already brought many an erring soul 
again on the right path, has again led her back to the fold of holy 
mother Church, for this doctrine confirms the words : verbum Dei 
manet in eternum, the word of God (alone) remains forever. 

Thus it is also in regard to faith and love towards the highest 
and most beautiful mystery of our holy religion, the Most Blessed 
Sacrament of the Altar! Faith in this mystery distinguishes us 
to-day more than ever from those, who outside the Church of God, 
still call themselves Christians. 


St. Ignatius, Disciple of the Apostles. 


Let us first listen to the testimony of the holy, old bishop of 
Antioch, in Syria, St. /gnatius, a disciple of the Apostles, who 
gloried in having seen the Divine Savior Himself. This holy 
bishop suffered a martyr’s death at Rome, in the year A. D. 107, 
having been devoured by lions. He was taken prisoner at Anti- 
och, his episcopal see, and was brought by ship to Rome. Dur- 
ing his journey St. Ignatius wrote seven most beautiful letters, 
which are still in existence. Among them was one addressed to 
the faithful of Rome, which he sent on before him. In this letter 
he entreats the faithful, in touching language, not to prevent him 
from suffering the torments to which he wascondemned. ‘I de- 
sire most ardently,’’ he writes. “‘to be torn to pieces by the 
lions”... .. There was but one thing which the holy bishop feared, 
namely, that he might not be permitted to receive holy commu- 
nion before: his death, and he therefore entreated the faithful of 
Rome, that upon his arrival in that city they should make every 
effort that he might partake of this happiness. ‘“‘I desire of you’’ 
he says, “‘no corruptible food. I desire the Bread of Life, the 
Bread of Heaven, which ts the Flesh of Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, and the drink that I long for is Hzs Blood, which is incorrupt- 
ible love and eternal life !’’ Surely only he who is penetrated by 
the presence of Christ in the holy Eucharist, can utter such 
words.— ‘‘Bread of heaven,’’ “‘Bread of Life’’ are to-day, among 
us, quite familiar expressions. What reverence and love for our 
sacramental Lord is not contained in these few words! 

The same holy bishop writes a letter to the Church of Smyrna 
in Asia Minor. He is solicitous for the purity of their faith and 
wishes to warn them against heretics. “‘The heretics,’’ he says, 
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“refrain from communion, because they do not believe as we do, 
that the Eucharist ts the flesh of our Redeemer Jesus Christ, 
the same flesh which suffered for us and which the Father in 
His mercy has again reanimated.’’ St. Ignatius here calls the 
Blessed Sacrament expressly ‘‘Eucharist’’ just as we do to-day.— 
He speaks of the flesh of our Redeemer Jesus Christ in holy com- 
munion. 
St. Justin, Martyr. 

St. Justin, the martyr, who gave his life for his faith about 
the middle of the second century, was before his conversion a 
learned heathen philosopher. He undertook to write an apology 
for the Christians and addressed it to the Emperor Antoninus. 
In it he speaks of the holy Mass and the holy Communion which 
takes place during its celebration. Among other things he says: 
“This food we call Eucharist Not as common bread, not as 
a common drink do we receive it, but as_/esus Christ by the 
word of God became man and took upon himself flesh and blood 
For our salvation, so we are taught that this food, through the 
prayer which contains the words of Christ, is the flesh and blood 
of this same Incarnate Jesus.” UHow plain and clear are these 
words! Can we to-day express our belief in the real presence of 
our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament more clearly and decidedly 


than by these words which were uttered in the second century 


of the Christian era? 
St. Irenaeus, Bishop. 


St. Irenaeus, who also lived in the second century (died A. 
D. 202) and was bishop of Lyons in France, in a beautiful letter, 
which, as a good shepherd he directed against heresies in general, 
speaks in detail of the Sacrifice of the New Law, foretold by the 
Prophet Malachias, and says: “We offer God the blessed bread 
and blessed chalice and thank Him that He has permitted the 
earth to bring forth these gifts for our nourishment; we invoke 
the Holy Ghost upon them, that He would change this bread into 
the body of Christ and the wine into His blood, that he who 
partakes thereof may receive the forgiveness of his sins and life 
everlasting.”’ 

Tertullian. 

Yertullian, a priest of Carthage in Africa, who died in the 
beginning: of the the third century, tells us in one of his numerous 
writings, of the reverence and anxiety with which the Christians 
who communicated were filled, that nothing should be spilled or 
let fall to the ground. This circumspection when: the Blessed — 
Sacrament was distributed shows us, that the Christians at that ; 
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time as well as now, believed in the entire, complete, true pres- 
ence of our Lord in every and least particle of the Sacred Host. 
The early Christians, especially in the time of persecution, did not 
receive holy communion as we do now, the priest laying the 
Sacred Host upon their tongue, but the Blessed Sacrament was 
laid on their hands, the priest saying at the same time the words : 
“Body of Christ,’’ and the one who received it answered : 
‘‘Amen.’’ They then consumed a part of the Sacred Host and 
wrapping the remainder in a white cloth carried it home carefully, 
that they might quickly arm themselves with the bread of the 
strong, if the persecution should suddenly break out. Therefore 
the admonition of Tertullian to be prudent and circumspect. 
“Receive the body of Christ,” he said, ‘‘and preserve it carefully 
and beware of taking the Jody of Christ into hands that have 
been stained by sin. How abominable it would be if nevertheless 
you should do so!’’ We can not in our own time be admonished 
more forcibly to receive with pure lips and heart our Sacrament- 


al Lord. 
St. Clement of Alexandria. 


“Our Lord gives us this food, he offers us His flesh and 
blood,” writes the great and learned Saint Clement of Alexandria, 
who also lived in the third century, “‘we should therefore lay aside 
the old carnal corruption and being made partakers of another 
new nourishment, the nourishment of Christ, repose Him in us 
and preserve Him in our breast.”’ ‘ 

Origen, a disciple of the above menticned St. Clement of 
Alexandria (died A. D. 258) in a discourse upon the Gospel of 
the Centurion’s servant, admonishes the faithful as follows: 
“When you partake of this holy and incorruptible food, you eat 
and drink the Jody and blood of the Lord, and the Lord then en- 
ters under your roof. You should, therefore, humble yourself as 
did the centurion and say with him: Lord, I am not worthy that 
thou shouldst enter under my roof. But if the oly communion 
be received unworthily, it brings judgement to the receiver.’ 


St. Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage. 


St. Cyprian, bishop of Carthage (died A. D. 258) admonish- 
es the Christians to steadfastness in the threatening persecution 
and gives them the weapons which they should use in the com- 
bat. Among other things he says: “Arm thy hand by the re- 
membrance that it has received the body of the Lord.” ‘This 
food and this drink is our Lord Jesus Christ,” he says in another 
place. 
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These are a few testimonies from the first three centuries, 
relative to the faith and love of the early Christians towards the 
Most Blessed Sacrament. We have heard the voice of the en- 
tire Church, from the north and the south, from the east and the 
west; everywhere they have the same faith. As it was then so 
is it yet to-day. Only one thing has changed. To-day we can 
profess our faith freely and openly before the whole world, with- 
out any fear that we shall have to suffer outward persecution for 
it. To-day there rise above the dwellings of our Lora in the 
tabernacle magnificent temples with towers pointing heavenward. 
What, indeed, would not the early Christians have given for this 
happiness, for this grace! Let us not show ourselves unworthy 
of it! ; 
In conclusion let us add the avowal made by three hundred 
and eighteen bishops, from all parts of the world, assembled in the 
first General Council (at Nice A. D, 325) concerning the subject 
before us: ‘“‘We must not be guided by what our senses per- 
ceive tn the bread and the chalice that have been offered upon 
this divine table, but with the spirit we must penetrate further 
and by fatth discern upon the holy table the Lamb of God who 
taketh away the sins of the world and who is offered by the 
priest in an unbloody manner. And whilst we truly receive His 
precious body and blood, we must firmly believe that He is the 
true pledge of our resurrection.” 

This is the faith of our Fathers, this is also our faith. 





Prayer to Promote tbe Pious Custom of 
Daily Communion. 


“‘O sweet Jesus, Who didst come into the world to give to all 
souls the life of Thy grace, and Who to preserve and increase it 
in them, hast willed to be the daily remedy of their infirmity and 
their food for each day, we humbly beseech Thee by Thy Heart, 
so burning with love for us,to pour Thy Divine Spirit upon all 
souls, in order that those who have the misfortune of being in the 
state of mortal sin, may, returning to Thee, find the life of grace 
which they had lost; and that those who are already living by 
this divine life may approach devoutly Thy Divine Table every 
day, when it is possible: so that receiving each day in Holy Com- 
munion the antidote of their daily venial sins, and each day sus- 
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taining in themselves the life of Thy grace, and thus purifying 
themselves always the more, they may finally come to a happy 
life with Thee. Amen. 


Decree Granting Wndulgences for the Devout Recital 
of the above Prayer. 


Our Holy Father, Pius X. desiring earnestly that the custom of 
Daily Communion, so salutary and so pleasing to God, may be, 
by the grace of God, propagated everywhere amongst the Chris- 
tian people, has deigned to grant to all the Faithful who will de- 
voutly recite the above prayer, an Indulgence daily of three 
hundred days. To those who, during a whole month, shall have 
recited this prayer, He grants a Plenary Indulgence, to be gained 
on any day at pleasure, if they have confessed and communicat- 
ed, provided they visit a public oratory, and pray for the inten- 
tion of His Holiness. He has declared that these indulgences 
are applicable to the souls in Purgatory. These presents are to 
have force in perpetuity, anything to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing. In testimony whereof, etc. 
Rome, June 3, 1905. 


CASIMIR, CARD. GENNARI. 


B beautiful Word of Comment by Arcbhbisbop §. 3. Glennon. 


In the above decree, the Holy Father expresses his earnest 
desire for the universal propagation of the practice of daily com- 
munion, which practice he calls ‘‘so salutary and su agreeable to 
God.’’ Having made ‘‘the restoration of all things in Christ’’ 
the sublime aim of his pontificate, and knowing that there is no 
other means so capable of bringing about this restoration as the 
intimate union of each individual soul with its Eucharistic God, he 
would fain see all his children cultivate that union by the fre- 
quent, nay, daily fervent reception of the Bread of Angels. If 
all Christians had an ardent love for Jesus in the Blessed Sacra- 
ment, if they longed to receive Him daily into their hearts, if 
they earnestly strove to make their daily lives a preparation for 
His daily visits, ‘“‘the restoration of all things in Christ’’ would 
follow naturally and necessarily. That Jesus, whose heart is 
burning with love for us, may grant to all souls the grace of this 
love, of this longing, of this earnest effort, is the object of the 
above prayer. To say it often, therefore, and fervently will be 
to co-operate with Our Holy Father in his great work of “‘re- 
storing all things in Christ.’’ 

Daily Holy Communion‘is, by the words of our Holy Father 
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himself, a practice which is very salutary and very pleasing to 
God; but we must not forget that to be such, it presupposes cer- 
tain dispositions on our part. To approach the Holy Table daily, 
or even frequently in the week, without the proper dispositions, 
would prove hurtful rather than beneficial to our souls. The 
judge, whether or not we have these dispositions, is our spiritual 
director. We, on our part, should be most anxious to receive 
our Divine Lord as often as possible, but to make sure that we 
may not suffer any harm, where we looked for life and strength, 
we must be guided by our confessor. It is for him to determine 
when we are fit to be the daily, or at least the frequent, guest of 
our Lord at His heavenly banquet. “Church Progress.” 





The Faitb of the Trish Peasantry. 


Count Montalembert, in giving an account of a visit he paid 
to Ireland, speaks of the impression made upon him by the love 
the peasantry of that land displayed for holy Mass, and the value 
they attach to it. 

“I shall never forget,’’ he writes, ‘‘the first time that I heard 
Mass in a little chapel in a lonely part of the country. One day, 
when out riding, I came to the foot of a slight eminence, thickly 
clothed with firs and oaks. I dismounted, ‘with the intention of 
ascending the hill. I had not gone many steps before my atten- 
tion was attracted by a man kneeling motionless at the foot of 
one of the fir trees; a little further, I perceived another, and more 
besides, in the same attitude; the higher I climbed, the greater 
became the number of peasants kneeling beside the narrow path. 
At length, on the brow of the hill I descried a building constructed 
in the shape of a cross, made of rough stones piled one on another, 
without cement, and thatched with straw. Around it knelt a num- 
ber of strong, stalwart men, bareheaded, despite the rain, which 
fell in torrents, and the muddy state of the ground. It was the 
Catholic chapel of Blarney, and a priest was saying Mass in it. 
I arrived just at the moment of the elevation, and the devout 
worshippers, at the sound of the bell, heedless of the presence of 
a stranger, bowed their heads in lowly reverence to the very 
ground. I tried to make my way into the chapel, but it was com- 
pletely crammed with peasants. There was not a chair to be seen, 
not an attempt at decoration, it was not even paved; all knelt or 
stood on the damp earth. I heard the priest announcing to his 





flock, in Irish, on what days he would offer the holy sacrifice and 
administer the sacraments in this or that village or remote cabin, 
so as to bring this means of grace within the reach of his scatter- 
ed parishioners. The Mass was ended; the priest mounted his 
horse and rode away: the rustic congregation rose up and went 
their several ways. Some men who were evidently tramp har- 
vesters, to judge by the sickles they carried, went to the nearest 
cabins to beg for a meal, whilst a few remained, lingering awhile 
to perform their private devotions in the place which their Lord 
had hallowed by His presence. The stranger who knelt among 
them rose up with a feeling of pride, in that he held the same 
faith as these lowly Christians, a faith which survives in the 
hearts of the children of the Church in spite of the assaults of 
heresy, ‘the triumphs of the Reformation, the storm of revolution, 
the stress of persecutions, the temptations of unbelief.’’ 


A Miracle of the Blessed Sacrament in China. 


The Right Reverend Bishop Msgr. John Hofman relates the 
following in his accounts of the missions in the Apostolic Vicariate 
South Chensi, China: 

In the month of December, 1892 one of our Chinese Fa- 
thers, Reverend P. Simon Leheng, gave the annual mission in 
the extreme northern part of the Vicariate. The Christians were 
until then not very numerous in this place, but it was evident 
that the people were favorably disposed to Christianity. There 
were but fifty-seven Christians in the village, and of this number 
seven had been baptized during the course of the year. These 
latter all belonged to one family, consisting of the father, mother, 
five sons, and as many daughters and grandchildren. The young- 
est daughter, named Cru, had studied the catechism with the 
others, but would not and could not receive baptism, because she 
steadfastly continued to doubt the real presence of Jesus Christ 
in the Blessed Sacrament. 

One day Cru assisted at holy Mass with the other Christians 
and catechumens. When it was over she was seen hurrying to 
the altar and anxiously searching for something on and under the 
altar cloths and around the altar. The catechist who had come 
in rebuked her for this, saying that such conduct was not proper 
at the altar and in the temple of God. She answered: “That is 





true, and I know that it is not permitted to act thus. Neverthe- 
less I have a good reason for doing so, for during Mass I saw two 
most beautiful little children, and I want to know where the priest 
has concealed them. Never in my life did I see such beautiful 
children.’’ She was then led to the above mentioned priest, 
who was still in the sacristy. 

He at once recognized in the vision a particular grace of God 
and explained to her, that by it our Lord wished to convince her 
of His real presence in the Sacred Host. The priest also told 
her why she had seen two children; he had consecrated two 
hosts, because there was another communicant besides him- 
self. The girl, who had been so highly favored by God, broke 
out into a flood of tears and begged to be baptized, saying: ‘“‘I 
believe, I believe also in the real presence of Jesus Christ in the 
Sacrament of the Altar!’’ After a few days of immediate pre- 
paration she was baptized, and since that time Clara Tsang is a 
very zealous Christian, full of lively faith, and relates to everyone 
the extraordinary grace with which God had favored her. 





The Miraculous Communion of St. Stanislaus. 


During the period in which St. Stanislaus Kostka was pur- 
suing his studies in Vienna, he was attacked by a severe illness 
which brought him so low that he felt compelled to beg his brother 
and his tutor, who were with him, to fetch a priest to administer 
the last sacraments to him. This request embarrassed them 
greatly, for they lodged in the house of a bigoted Lutheran, who 
would not allow a Catholic priest to cross histhreshold. Accord- 
ingly, they tried to persuade Stanislaus that his condition was 
not critical, that the physicians entertained every hope of his re- 
covery, and that he would do better to make use of the means 
prescribed for regaining his health, than to think about prepar- 
ing fordeath. The pious youth, feeling his strength to be waning 
day by day, renewed and redoubled his entreaties; at last, finding 
they were of no avail, he made up his mind to ask direct from 
God, what was denied him by man. 

For a long time he implored St.Barbara, for whom he hada 
great devotion, to obtain for him this grace, not to die without 
holy communion. With tears he besought her not to forsake him 








in his distress. Petitions such as his do not go unheard; his fervor 
and perseverance were to be rewarded. One night, when he was 
feeling too ill to sleep, he beheld the saint appear at his bedside, 
accompanied by two angels, one of whom carried the Blessed 
Sacrament. Stanislaus, filled with holy joy, instantly rose and 
knelt upon his bed, and repeated aloud the prayer before com- 
munion. Then he devoutly received the sacred Host from the 
hand of the angel; the vision vanished and he lay down again to 
meditate in solitude and silence on the miracle that had been 
wrought in answer to his prayers. 





Approbation and Recommendation. 


St. Josepb, Mo. May 25, 1905. 
Rev. Dear Motber, 
1 beg to sap that pour periodical of the Blessed 
Sacrament ‘‘TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY”’ bas my beatty ap= 
proval and recommendation. Wlisbing the Association of Perpetual 
HBdoration everp success and blessing, 
Tt remain, witb great regard, 
Weryp sincerely yours in Cbrist, 
 M. F. Burke, Bishop of St. Joseph. 








Concerning Purgatory. 





Weapons of the Grace of God. 


What! great consolation and superabundant refreshment 
those souls in Purgatory receive, for whose release Holy Mass is 
said or heard, is shown by the following occurrence which we 
find recorded in the annals of the Cistercian order. ' 

At the time of St. Bernard a monk died in the monastery of 
Clairvaux, and was sentenced by God to the pains of Purgatory. 
He appeared to an old Father and told Him, that he was in 
Purgatory, and earnestly begged, that the priests of the monas- 
tery should continue to offer Holy Mass for him. After some 
time the deceased appeared to him again, with a radiant counte- 
nance, and said: ‘“‘I thank the Lord our God, because I am now 
in a state of bliss.” The Father asked him: ‘“‘By what means 
have you been delivered?’’ The deceased answered: ‘“‘Come 
and see.’’ After these words he led him to the church of the 
monastery, in which priests were standing at all the altars saying 
Mass with great devotion, and said: ‘‘Behold, these are the 
weapons of the grace of God, by which I have been delivered. 
These are the victorious powers of the mercy of God. This is 
the only and most excellent victim, which taketh away the sins 
of the world. I say to you in truth, that nothing but an impeni- 
tent heart can resist these weapons of the grace of God, this 
power of the mercy of God, this victim, our Divine Lord.’’ 
When the Father came to himself again, and related this vision 
to the monks, they were thereby filled with still greater zeal, to 
offer the holy sacrifice of the Mass with all possible devotion and 
reverence. 
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Apparitions of the Poor Souls on Eartb. 


The possibility, that souls from eternity return and again 
appear here on earth, can not reasonably be disputed. The 
saints testify to numerous apparitions of the poor souls, which 
have taken place, in the course of time, here on earth. How 
many saintly nuns, who led a life of prayer and suffering, lived 
in the most intimate relationship with the poor souls, yes, we 
may say, in almost daily intercourse with them. Still, we will 
not cite these saintly religious as proof, but mention the great 
doctor of the Church, St. Thomas Aquinas. Indeed no one can 
be so arrogant as to say that this saint, who was gifted with such 
discernment and penetration, could have been deluded or have 
fallen a prey to his imagination. 


St. Thomas of Aquinas and His Sister. 


One day, while St. Thomas Aquinas was at Paris, where for 
a long time he had been professor of theology, he had a vision in 
which he saw his sister, who was iabbess of the Convent of St. 
Mary in Capua. She appeared to be in extreme suffering and 
made known to her holy brother, who was not a little astonished 
at the apparition, that she had died a few days before, and was 
now suffering in Purgatory on account of some transgressions of 
her rule. She most earnestly begged him, to pray for her, that 
she might soon be released from her torments. The saint will- 
ingly conceded to her request, and faithfully kept his promise. 
With all the fervor of his heart he took refuge to the Divine 
Mercy, and begged grace for the soul of his poor sister. Some- 
time after, he was sent by his superiors to Rome. There she 
appeared to him again, but this time not in suffering and sorrow, 
as the first time, but radiant and glorious. With a blissful smile 
she made known to him that, thanks to his intercession, she was 
released and could now enter heaven. 

The saint not less joyful than his happy sister, seized the 
opportunity, to inquire about the fate of his two deceased broth- 
ers. His sister answered, that Arnold enjoyed a high degree of 
glory in heaven, as reward for having been so faithful in coura- 
geously defending the Pope against the German Emperor Fred- 
erick. Ludolfo, however, was still in Purgatory and suffered 
much. The deceased then added: ‘‘A glorious place is prepared 
for you in heaven, my dear brother, as reward for your toil and 
labor in the service of our holy Church. Meanwhile hasten to 
finish your writings, for in a short time you will be called from 
this life and associated with us in heaven.’’ History tell us that 
this prediction was soon fulfilled. 


St. Thomas and His ‘‘Confrater.’’ 


The second example which we here relate as proof that the 
poor souls really appear on earth, is likewise taken from the life 
of St. Thomas. One day as this saint was praying in the Church 
of St. Dominico at Naples, he suddenly saw Fr. Romanus, his 
brother in religion, coming towards him. He was not a little 
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surprised, for he believed his brother to be in Paris, where he 
had been appointed his successor as teacher of theology at the 
university. After a friendly greeting, St. Thomas at once asked 
what had caused him to leave Paris, not suspecting that it was 
the soul of Fr. Romanus, who in the meantime had died. 

The apparition answered smilingly, that he was no longer 
on this earth. He had been called suddenly away from this world 
and was now, thanks to the infinite mercy of God, in heaven. 
He had come from thence by the Divine command to encourage 
him (the saint) to continue his labors with untiring zeal. When 
St. Thomas asked the question: ‘Am I really in the grace of 
God?’’ The deceased gave him the consoling assurance: ‘Yes, 
my dear brother, and know also that what you have written is 
very pleasing to God.”’ 

Encouraged by this answer, the saint believed he might ask 
a further explanation about some theological mysteries, particu- 
larly the “‘visto beatifica” (the beatific vision). But the deceased 
had not been sent for the purpose of satisfying the pious curiosity 
of the saint and to his question concerning theology he gave for 
answer the words of the psalmist: (Psalm 47, 9.) “‘As we have 
heard, so have we seen tn the city of the Lord of hosts, in the 
city of our God,” and then disappeared. 

From the Time of St. Charles Borromeo. 


Now the third example. It is taken from the time of St. 
Charles Borromeo, and is related in the life of the Venerable 
Pinzeni, Archpriest of Arona, a confidential friend of the above 
named holy cardinal. This pious priest devoted himself, as did . 
his saintly friend and superior, with a truly admirable love and 
devotion, to the care of the sick and dying, when in the year 
1569, the pest made such dreadful ravages in Milan and the 
surrounding places. He even dug the graves with his own hands, 
and laid the dead in their last resting place, when from fear of 
contagion, no one else could be found who would bury them. 
Some time later, when by the mercy of God, the contagion had 
been checked, it happened one day that the Archpriest in com- 
pany of the Mayor of Arona, passed by the graveyard. 

Suddenly he saw the graves of those who had died from the 
pest open, and in a long row betake themselves to the church. 
Struck with amazement at this strange and touching spectacle, 
he did not at first trust his eyes, but believed himself to be the 
victim of an illusion. But when his companion, likewise full of 
amazement and fear, assured him he saw the same, he could no 
longer doubt it to be a reality, and taking for granted that the 
vision was intended to indicate that many of those who had died 
of the pest were still in Purgatory, and in need of prayers, he 
hurried to the church, and ordered all the bells to be rung. The 
inhabitants of Arona, filled with no little excitement and curiosity, 
came tothe church in great haste. After he had told them of the 
vision they all united with him in fervent prayers for the poor souls. 
The prayers were continued during the entire night, and ended 
the next morning with a solemn Mass for the dead. 
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bow Do tbe Poor Souls Appear? 


Now to answer the question : How do the souls of the depart- 
ed appear here on earth—in their own bodies, or in a tempo- 
rarily assumed or as it were borrowed body? Divines hold 
various opinions. Some think the souls appear really in their 
own flesh. Others believe, that God gives them for this purpose 
the appearance of a body, an aerial body; others again think, 
that if by death the corporal and the spiritual are separated from 
each other, the deceased still retain a transfigured remnant of 
their corporal being. This remnant on the one hand enables the 
deceased to appear on earth, and on the other hand makes it 
possible for the living to see the deceased. Others assert, that 
the apparitions of the deceased take place without the interven- 
tion of anything corporal; that the soul which appears only 
makes the impression of something corporal and causes the per- 
son to. whom she appears to imagine that he sees something 
corporal, while he sees something purely spiritual. Lastly there 
are also some who hold the opinion that the apparitions have 
nothing in-common with the deceased; that it is not the deceased 
who appear but that angels take their place. 

Which of these opinions is the right one, or whether perhaps 
none of them are right does not belong to us to decide, so much 
the less so, as even St. Augustine, that great light of the Church 
acknowledged that he was unable to answer this question. 


The Soul Suffers in Purgatory 
According to the Measure of Its Guilt. 


St. Corpreus, an Irish bishop, once remaining in the church 
after Vespers had been ended, suddenly saw a pale, horrible, 
strangely clad figure before him. Its neck was encircled with 
flames, and a scant, dirty cloak covered its shoulders. The ser- 
vant of God was not frightened, for he knew, that God protects 
those who trust in Him. He looked at the apparition and asked 
what it desired. ‘‘I am a poor soul.’’—‘‘And why are you so 
terribly disfigured ?’’—‘‘My sins have drawn upon me this punish- 
ment. I am the former King Malachias of Ireland; in this ex- 
alted position I could have accomplished much good, but, alas! 
I did not do it.’’ 

The astonished bishop said further: ‘‘I believed you had 
expiated all your failings by true penance.’’ ‘‘Ah,’’ replied the 
soul, “‘I did not want to obey my confessor, but wished him to 
yield to my humor, and in order to obtain this, I went so far as 
to present him with a golden ring. For this reason a ring of fire 
encircles my neck, it torments me frightfully and fetters me like 
a prisoner. My unfaithful confessor can do nothing for me; he 
bears a similar but more glowing band about his neck, and suffers 
still more than I do.’’ 

The holy bishop admired the Divine Justice which punishes 
man by that through which he has sinned, and desired to know 
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what the torn, soiled cloak signified.—‘*‘This wretched garment,”’ 
answered the deceased, “‘is the punishment for my hard-hearted- 
ness. A beggar once asked me for an alms, but I sent him to 
the queen, who had little compassion. She gave him this kind 
of sack, with which to my great confusion I am now clothed.’’ 

The saint then asked why he had appeared and what he 
wanted.—‘*‘I was tormented by evil spirits,’’ came the answer, 
“‘but the chanting of the psalms, which they hate, put them to 
flight, they left me for a moment, and the mercy of God permit- 
ted me to appear in order to ask your prayers. At this moment 
the soul uttered aloud cry andwailed: ‘‘Now my tormentors are 
returning! But before I leave you, my father, I will reward you 
in advance, for the prayers and good works, which you shall 
perform for me, and for that reason I will show you the place, 
where during the siege of Dublin I concealed from the Normans 
a hundred ounces of gold and a thousand ounces of silver. You 
can dispose of it as you please.’’—‘‘No, no!’’ answered the holy 
bishop, “‘I do not wish to be rich here on earth; my treasure is 
in heaven. But I will do for you whatever I can.’’—At these 
words the soul disappeared exclaiming : ‘‘Woe, woe to him, who 
performs no good works while there is time !’’ 

The bishop immediately assembled his canons, told them of 
the apparition, and asked them what should be done for these 
poor souls. [It was decided that the bishop should pray for the 
king and the canons for the priest; at the same time they all 
agreed to perform certain fasts and prayers, in order to satisfy 
Divine Justice. For almost six months they had been faithful to 
their promises, when the king appeared once more to the bishop 
but not yet in-a state of glory. To the question in what condi- 
tion he now was, the bishop received the answer: “I suffer less, 
but am not yet released. 

The prayers and mortifications were then continued for an 
entire year. At the end of this time Malachias appeared radiant 
and glorious. He told his benefactor, that he would now enter 
heaven and was exceedingly grateful for what had been done for 
him. He added, that thanks to the fervent prayers of the priests, 
his confessor would be released from Purgatory on the morrow. 
And when the holy bishop asked why he had not been set free 
the same day, the king answered, that the intercession of the 
holy bishop was more pleasing to God than the united prayers 
of his canons. 


Bolland. Acta Sanctorum. 


Remark. 


Here we wish to remark, that private revelations, according 
to the decree of Pope Urban vii. in the year 1634 and 1641, in 
so far as the church has not decided upon them, claim only 
human credence. 














further Circulation. 


Our periodical “Tabernacle and Purgatory” 
is published under the direction of our Reverend Chap- 
lain, at the cost of much labor and expense. This 
little booklet is intended to promote the honor and 
glory of the Most Holy Eucharist, that greatest of treas- 
ures in heaven and on earth, which contains in itself 
all power, beauty and loveliness; the very center of all 
happiness for time and eternity. 

In our days, when such strenuous efforts are made to 
obtain temporal goods, it isnecessary that a better knowl- 
edge of the one true Good, Jesus Christ in the Blessed 
Sacrament, be spread among the faithful, that the love for 
our Lord in the Tabernacle may be enkindled ever more 
and more. 

Further, this booklet shall often remind us of the 
greatness and severity of the sufferings endured by the 
poor souls, in order to awaken in the heart of the faithful 
reader a tender compassion for these poor and forsaken 
souls, that he may by prayer, alms and other good works, 
but especially by holy communion and the holy sacrifice 
of the mass render them effectual assistance. In order to 
secure sufficient circulation for our perodical, we need the 
assistance of the friends and devout adorers of the Most 
Holy Eucharist. 

As a token of gratitude we will have a Holy Mass 
said every day, that is 362 Masses in the course of this 
year, for all our subscribers, and especially for those who 
seek to further the circulation of our booklet. 

This periodical is published every three months. 
Subscription 50 cents a year. 


Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, 


Clyde, Missouri. 
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